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IL Ustmg of the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A connectifTg device for ^ha a plug-in oonneclion ef for at least 
o"« pipeline, ;he phiq-in conn eciion corriprising a ncnjs^^c: pa': having at l&ast oris receiving 
opening for the inserison of the pipeline, a?^ a clamping ring---vvf4Gt-f4s arranged in the 
receiving opening and, In order to lock the pipeline In place within the receivinG oaenino. an 
outer cone surface of the cfanipinq rrno interacts with an inner cone surface of the housing 
pan. tne housing part bemg made in two parts from a base pan and ar^ inse^l a-s^v oart 
which is Gon^necleci to the base part via a sr^ap-action fornvlilting connection a fid nas which 
includes the inner cone surface , and the insert part having a dfrt sea! for resting on the 
circun-^ference of ti-io rRserferf pipeline in place v^thin the receivino ooenino- the insert part 
being forrrjed of a first, relativeiy hard and dimensionaSiy stable plastic maiefiai materiai. 
and the dirt sealt-^ef^sislifsf seal beincs f ormed of a second[i:, |]relatively soft and elasts'o 
plastic roatsnal, fR«ld«ci the second material being attached directly onto the first material 
as totgriTi a single place with a e©he&i¥e material joint therebetweer^, 

2> (Currently Amended) The connecting device as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
insert part Is of sleeve-shaped design and Is insertable into a widened porlmn of the 
receiving opening of tne base part in a rr>anner providing a circumferential seal aoainst the 

penetratio-."; of dirt and similar foreign bodies, the insert paslv I n - t he- ■ ifisej-t^^e-s^e^eT lying 

cofTipietely within the base part and ending fiush ops with the receiving opening when the 
Insert part is oo^ltio rMd. in the: receiving opening. 



5 ^C. > t-"t,i \Tfc,ioed^ The cc^noc^'nc! de\icc as casmed r can 2 /vhere,n the 
eo^o s aov-v. *^i?oit pert nas fc the pvirnose of be able to rs ease the p peii"e, at least 



Repiy to OSSce Ac-ilof^ oi: Aprii 6, 2007 



AStoriiey Dookai hio. ^ 1 '38-0' 



two radially elastic spring arms which are formed by longitudinal slots and which engage 
releasabiy by n--eans of radiaiiy G!.itvvard!y protruding latching attachments in a fornvfilting 
manner in correspOi idinQ latching openings of the base part. 

4. !i"'rev;OLi3i>- Presented j Ti^e conc^ecting device as claimed In claim 3 wherein the 
10! -gitudinai slots are filled with the material of the dirt seal, 

5. (Previously Presented) The connectinp device as claimed in clalfr> 1 wherein the 
sr-ap-aciion tornv-fitting connection has closed latching elements running in the 
Circumterenual direction. 

6. (Currently Amended) The connecting device as clalfned in dalm 1 wherein a 
supporiing sleeve which is coaxial with the plug-in axis ss arranged within the base part for 
the frictionai engagement m of the Inserted pipeline. 

7. >^ < <^ - . >^s^^ntec^ """^c conneciing device as claimed in claim ■^i'^'hereir; the 
housing can be corir^iected lo a further assernbiy pari via at least one connecting section, 

8. (Currently Amended) The connecting device as claimed in claim 7v-s?-^faeteR«e4-m 
tf>&t vyije re in :h« conr-eciing section is designed as a pipe attachment for Insertion mte4?ie a 
second receiving opening, 

^'^aod^ The con r^ti g '.cev ce . ^ a f e^, ! ^; ^ w t'^e case 
V ^! ^ ^ «i nc> x s-a--. vvo-coRpon efi> 'ormoci o ons_./ } cm p<* -o^ p ast c the 

- 5- 



Appi, No. 10/528,215 

Reply iQ OfSice Action of: Aprii 6. 2007 



with one region of the pipe attachmerjt €eBsist4Ps§-^ lOSiydinQ a relaliveiy soft material and 
tl^ f6maiRif>§ another region €e?^tm£?-@f jnciudinq a relatively iiard material 

10, (Ciirrentiy ArViended) The connecting device as dairned in dB\m 7 wherein the 
connecting section is ciesigr^ed as a screw thread attachmenVtf^-p a r t jcuiafi^ IncludinQ an 
externaHy threaded conneclor, 

11, (Currently Amended) The connecting device {«~#a?l!«wSaf as claimed in claim 1 
wrserein ihe housing part can be inserted with a plug-In section as a press-in cartridge into 
3 connecting opening of an assembiy part, 

12, (Previously Presented) The connecting device as claimed In dalrn11 wherein the 
housing psrt has, on the circunifsrence of the piug-in sectior^ at least one looth element 
for trie engagement in the connecting opening. 

13, (previously Presented) The connecting device as ciairned in ciain; 11 v. herein ihe 
plug-in section l^ss, on its circumference, at least one tooth element vviiich acts in tiie 
manner of a thread such tiat the housing part can be plugged in x^vith the plug-in section 
axially into the connecting opening and can further be removed from the connecting 
opening by unscrevving It, 

14, (Cyrrently Amended) The connecting device 8is claimed in claim 12 wherein the 
imislBf pafl-fe>p the base part consists of a metaMft-^aftleyiar indudincs brass, and the tooth 
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element or tooth elements of the plug-in section are foeifrf molded or-N^ as a single piece with 
the base s>art . 

16. (Currently Amended) The connecting device as claimed In claim 12 v-^-lierein the 
h9yslrig-par-t-of base part consists of plastic, arid the tocih el&nieni or tooth elements 
e8fvs^tiB§ con sist of metal and tmpi§ are embedded in some regions in the plastic, 

16. (Currenlty Amended) The connecting device as olainiied In cielm 2 wherein the 



insert part, for the circun-uereniisi seaiing toward the bosa par' 



be ir;~erted into the 



b part vviin a press fit andr^F and has an outer circumferential sealing bead, 



1?. (Currentljf Amended) The connecting device as ciaimed In olsim 16 wherein the 
circunnferentiai sealing bead of the insert part consists of an elastic matedai a^-*€-is-m«;ded 
OR-a«^-a-si«§i^*~i5ieee attached to the insert pari with a eof^e-si-ve maieriai to form a sinoie 



1§. (Currently Amended) The connecting device as dalrned in claim 1 vvtiefein the 
insert pan has positioning means on its outer circumference for the aiitomatlc aligning on 
Insertiori -rsto ihe oase part ti'se posilionirK.) nseans beir^c; forrr;ecJT-tfH->8^^^-'^*l'^ l'*> s'^-ans cf 
tw^-4>ametrH:,al-IV"«pp<ii&i?:ev at least one radially projecting iongitudfp,ai rit>6 rit vvtiich riif^; 
runs axialiy In the insertion direction and engage in ^ corresponding longitudinal ffoeves- 
Moo^ of the base part. 
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19, (CurrenL!/ Amended) The connecting device as claimed In ciaifr? 1 wherein 
retainirsQ edges; are forfned wilhir^ the ir-sei't part following the Inner cone as ars axial end 
stc:p for Ll-.e cianiping sing as arr-ams-^sd-sto^^oF-fl^HGlaf-Hpif^^ 

20. (Cusientiy Amended) The connecting device as claimed In claim 19 wherein first 
rei:aining edges are formed in the region of ^he at least two spring arms and second 
retaining edges are formed in the regions situated between the spring arms, the first 
retaining edges being offset with respect to the second retaining edges by an axial offset 
(X) in the direcsinr; c;: ir;s ir^ner cof^e whereby the ciar-iping nng. when SLjbiecled to 3 force 
{P'si acting in the puiiing-oui direction of the pipeiineH^-si-oi-a^-Gmy ccsmes to Dear against 
the first retaining edges andr-as-a-fssullr the sprbg arms are subjected to a radially 
outwardly acting retsining-force component f^j). 



